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Episode 03 - Diyasaru History

\\ —

After dredging and neglecting for decades, the invasive plant Annona glabra (Pond Apple) was vigorously spreading in every corner of
Diyasaru Park.

Here is the next episode of Diyasaru History

Invasive species passes invading characteristics such as higher growth and reproduction rates, susceptibility to harsh environments, ability
to compete with other species by allelopathy, etc. Accordingly, native species were replaced by Annona glabra at Diyasaru Park and
there were certain areas in the Park where native plants survived withstanding in the drastically changing environment. However
adaptation of native, migratory, and invasive wetlands fauna to such established invasive wetland vegetation have made a turning point
in the management of Diyasaru Wetland.

DO YOU KNOW ? .

Allelopathy is a biological phenomenon taken place in certain plants and microorganisms which produce biochemical that influence the
germination, growth & survival of other plant species around it. Such chemical are referred to as allelochemicals and most of the invasive
plants produce and release allelochemicals to the root zone.

Biodiversity Scarlet Basker

corner Urothemis signata (Rambur, 1842)

A red color, medium-sized dragonfly commonly encountered in open wetlands
and surrounding habitats. The Male is almost entirely red with some black
markings on the side of the thorax and the abdomen tip. Wings are transparent
with dark amber patches on the wing base, especially in the hind wings. These
patches are bordered with golden amber in females. The prominent diamond-
shaped spots on the dorsal side of abdomen segments 8 and 9 distinguishes the
Scarlet Basker male from the males of any other similar red dragonflies found
in the country. The Female is yellowish and with broader black markings on
the thorax and abdomen. Reddish females somewhat similar to the males are
also seen rarely in this species. Abdomen length ranges between 25-28 mm
and hind wing length is between 34-37 mm.

Scarlet Basker inhabits marshes, tanks, ponds, paddy fields, slow-flowing canals and other similar habitats. Males often perch on aquatic
vegetation in the wetland or in the riparian vegetation. They are generally very aggressive and chases away any other red colour dragonflies
flying close to their territory. They breed in marshlands and other stagnant water habitats. Males can be seen guarding egg laying females.

Distributed mainly in the low country of Sri Lanka but uncommonly found in lower montane areas as well. Adult Scarlet Basker dragonflies

can be seen throughout the year.
Amila P. Sumanapala
Dragonfly specialist
Member, IUCN SSC Dragonfly Specialist Group 2021-2025,
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International Star recognition
for Diyasaru Park !

Diyasaru Park has been recognized as one of the world’s best wetland
visitor centers. Our success was announced at the 14 Conference of
parties of Ramsar Convention held in Geneva, Switzerland from
09 November 2022.

The Star Wetland Centre Award is a new initiative to recognize best
practices in eco-tourism and education at wetlands. It is coordinated
by Wetland Link International (WLI), a support network for staff and
volunteers at 300 wetland visitor centers.

Diyasaru Park is one of 23 awardees who have been selected by an
international panel of experienced wetlands professionals.

* Diyasaru Park
WWT

Community and educational activity
Ambitious
Urban location

“The judges were particularly struck by the level of community and

educational activities, and the trilingual presentation” says Chris
Rostron, the Head of WLI and leader of the Star awards process.
“Having a Ramsar site in a capital city is a huge opportunity for

any country.”

The Stars were awarded to twenty-three wetland visitor centres
around the world.

What we can gain becoming a star wetland center?
* Recognition of our Communication, Education,
Participation & Awareness (CEPA) activities at the
international level.

»  Raise our profile.

»  Sense of pride, encouragement, and achievement for our
staff and volunteer showcasing that we are.

*  One of the best in the world hence attracting more visitors.
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More details : _https://wli.wwt.org.uk/initiatives/star-wetland-centres/
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WLI —Asia Oceania

WLI Asia-Oceania in brief

Wetland Link International (WLI) Asia-Oceania is one of the regional networks of wetland education centers operating under Wetland Link
International (WLI) and currently hosted by the Ramsar Regional Center — East Asia (RRC-EA). The RRC-EA took the role of WLI-Asia
Secretariat after signing an MOU with the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT) in 2016, and in 2022 it further expanded to Oceania with the
renewal of the MOU on the occasion of the 8th WLI-Asia Conference. The network currently supports its 65 members across the two regions
to improve their operations and services to visitors through activities on exchange and sharing of knowledge and resources.

WL Asia-Oceania at Ramsar COP14

The RRC-EA recently participated in the Ramsar COP14 that was held in Geneva, Switzerland, from 5 to 13 November 2022. In its capacity
as WLI Asia-Oceania Secretariat, the RRC-EA promoted its work in coordinating the network by publicizing WLI Asia-Oceania activities and
programs through an exhibition booth that run for the whole COP duration.

The RRC-EA team also took part in a number of side events that
offered the opportunity to further spotlight the network. Particularly,
in collaboration with WWT, the RRC-EA Executive Director, Mr.
Suh Seung Oh, delivered a presentation on WLI Asia-Oceania
programs and activities during the WWT-led side event “Wetland
Link International, Flyway CEPA approaches, and the WWT Wetland
Centre Star Awards”. In this occasion, the RRC-EA team also
supported the Head of WLI, Mr. Chris Rostron, in delivering the Star
Wetland Centre Awards, a new approach aimed at celebrating good
practices in Wetland Education Centers globally and showcasing the
best approaches to delivering CEPA activities at wetland sites. During
the side event, Diyasaru Park was awarded as one of the winning
centers along with other 9 winners located in the Asia-Oceania region
(out of a total of 23), and a commemorative plaque was given to its
delegates attending the event.

Star Wetland Centre Award ceremony.

m ﬁ/lr. Suh Seung Oh

Executive Director of RRC-EA.

Mr. Suh Seung Oh holds a Master’s degree in wetland ecology and currently serves as the Executive Director of RRC-EA. He is an experienced
wetland practitioner and has been actively involved for many years in regional and global discussions on the implementation of Ramsar
Convention.
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CEPA Activity Highlights at Diyasaru Park
10 November

Steiner College visits Diyasaru Park for
Zoology practical lessons

14 October

Awareness session for SL Navy officers

About 50 officers from Sri Lanka Navy visited Diyasaru Park on October
14, 2022, with the guidance of Emeritus Prof.Sarath Kotagama. They
were made aware on Colombo wetlands by Dr. N.S Wijayarathna (DGM
(WM)) and on Diyasaru Park by Mr. Hirantha de Silva (EA) of SLLDC.
Lectures on wetland ecosystems, bird identification, and many other
wetland-related topics were conducted by Emeritus Prof. Sarath
Kotagama.

2 9 October

Talk with snakes
Wetland Weekend Program
il ——
TALK WITH SNAKE

October Wetland Weekend Program on “Talk with Snakes” was held on
October 29, 2022 via Zoom platform. Junior reptile enthusiasts Gagana
Wickramasinghe and Amatha Wickramasinghe were the resource persons.
Snakes in Sri Lanka, their special characteristics, habitats, threats to snakes
were discussed. About 60 participants joined the program actively. The
session was moderated by Thuthishan Kanesamoorthy, Intern of SLLDC.

About 25 Students and teachers of Steiner College,
Battaramulla visited Diyasaru Park on November 10, 2022 to
conduct selected practical lessons of their Zoology curriculum
at the Park. These students were made aware on the importance
of wetland ecosystems, Colombo wetland city, features of
Diyasaru Park, and reptiles, and site surveys were conducted
searching habitats of nocturnal animals.

19 Noy Fresh Water Fish
Wetland Weekend Program
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Rampart Wetland Park in Kotte is the newest addition to the wetland
visitor center network in Colombo Ramsar wetland city.

Located in Sri Lanka Nippon Avenue, Battaramulla, just next to
Parliament Lake this is an extension of the Beddagana Wetland Park.
The park extends up to 14ha.

This wetland park is critical for many reasons: It provides a refuge
for flora and fauna, provides a relaxing recreational facility and helps
with flood control.

The park can also educate the public about the city’s natural resources
as well as providing much-needed open space and walking paths.
The construction of Rampart Wetland Park was started in 2018 by the
Urban Development Authority with World Bank assistance in
November 2018. The construction have done with a minimal damage
to the environment, and mostly using manual labor. The inauguration
ceremony of the Park was held on October 31, 2022-World Cities
Day.

Source : https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100087310395875&mibextid=ZbWKwL
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Diyasaru Park is there for you,
To educate you while relax in nature consists of various natural, semi-natural and man-made urban wetland landscapes
to provide an unforgettable wetland experience.

Tag Diyasaru Park Facebook page in your next photograph taken at Diyasaru Park

& win a chance to feature your photograph in our next Newsletter.

an Pi as captured by
Indian pitta . Bapdl Biyanwila
- e Idlife photographer
(Pitta brachyura)

Indian Pitta is a migrant that ‘ -
comes to Sri Lanka later in the <
season every year and can be
spotted at Diyasaru Park from

October to April.
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SIHCLTUT QSTL&SD LT Visit Diyasaru Park during this migratory season to live From

SIOES ;\)”%Ugr%%’wm > -spot this bird. Further, browse the "Citizen Science Visior'
Corner" at the study centre of Diyasaru Park to know ,
more information on Indian pitta & other migrants.

Contact us :
Q) senrzorsseo Findus: EDITORIAL TEAM CONTRIBUTION
ég Web: https://diyasarupark.lk/ INTERNS FROM UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO
@ diyasarupark@gmail.com Dr.N.S. Wijayarathne

(Deputy General Manager (Wetland Management) ‘]ayath.ri UdiShya
Ranoshi Siripala Thuthishan Kanesamoorthy

e Dh Ranshika Pramodi
Isurie D a}rmasoma_ . Kajendran Indirakularasa
Dr. Chethika Gunasiri

https://www.facebook.com/Diyasaru-Park-
915565855256103/

'@l https://www.instagram.com/diyasaru. Ik/

For reservations - Chaminda (+94717284137) For maintenance related matters - Hirantha (+94712024907)
For construction related matters - B D C Kumara (+94716877163) For ecology and biodiversity related matters - Ranoshi (+94712418128)



